
Message from Donald Putnam, Superintendent  
 

As an avid cyclist, my weekly rides takes me through all parts of 
the district. During the last few weeks, I have noticed that I have been 
pedaling faster and faster to reach each of the Lyons’ empowerment signs 
still displayed on your lawns. It is amazing to see our school’s pride 
bursting forth around the district.  Our mission and vision statements of 
empowering our learners to take ownership in shaping their world is a 
powerful message. We are blessed with wonderful students, teachers and an 
amazing community that continues to support our educational system. 

 
This November Parent-Teacher 
Conferences will be held for both the 
elementary and middle/high 
school.  Parent-Teacher Conferences 
have been added to our middle/high 
school this year. The goal is to build a 
long lasting relationship between 
parents and teachers in establishing an 
educational partnership.  Our school 

counselors will be in contact with the middle and high school parents to 
arrange meeting times with teachers to assure an academic plan is in place 
for a successful school year. 
 
Whether passing you in the halls during the Parent-Teacher Conferences or 
peddling by when I am cycling in the district, I am inspired by the 
enthusiasm shown in this community.  I want to continue the momentum 

and focus of providing the best education for our students 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 Martha Bailey, President              

 Karissa Blamble, Vice-President  

 Howard Albrecht 

 Carol DeCook 

 Imelda Dobbins 

 Robert Groom 

 Rena Reed 

LYONS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
October 2018 

Thank you to our local farmers.  Lyons Central School District 

received a $10,000 grant from America’s Farmers Grow Rural 

Education (Monsanto Grant). 



We meet every 

learner where they 

are and provide 

them with engaging 

and personalized 

opportunities for 

growth. 

 

 

MISSION  

STATEMENT: 

VISION STATEMENT 

We exist to empower  

all learners to shape  

their world. 

Anthony Porpora, High School Social Studies 

Mr. Porpora is the new 7-12 Social Studies teacher at the Lyons 
Central School District.  He is a graduate from the neighboring Pal-
Mac school district, which is where he currently resides.  In 2001 he 
graduated from St. John Fisher College with a B.A. in History and a 
minor in Business.  After taking a year off he enrolled back at St. 
John Fisher College for his Masters in Adolescent Education, and 
also an advanced degree in Special Education.  The degrees were 
completed in 2005.  Mr. Porpora has taught at Gananda, East 

Irondequoit, Vertus, and as a Long Term Sub at Lyons.   

In his spare time Mr. Porpora enjoys spending time with his wife and 4 
children.  He is a New York sports fan!!!  His teams are the Yankees, Giants, Rangers, 
Knicks, and Syracuse Orange.  Mr. Porpora also can be found watching Star Wars and 
relating it to History!!!  He is very excited to begin the school year and create an 
enjoyment of history for his students. 

 

Maggie Krencik, High School Special Education 

Maggie Krencik is excited to join the Lyons Family as a high school 
Special Education teacher. She earned her Bachelor´s in History 
and Master´s in Education, both from SUNY Brockport. Fresh out 
of college, Maggie taught middle school World History, Successful 
Scholars, and AVID elective classes in Fort Pierce, Florida. After 
spending four years in the blistering heat, Maggie is excited to 
bring her knowledge and experience back to her home state of New 
York to help the students at Lyons become prepared and successful 
in their path to college and future careers. 

 

Susan Burgess, Middle School Spanish  

Susan Burgess comes to Lyons Central School District with over 30 
years of experience in the field of education: middle school to the 
graduate level.  She has studied at the University of Madrid and the 
University of Salamanca in Spain.  She loves to teach and spend her 
days helping students strive to be their personal best! She believes in 
"children first".  She is a life long learner who loves to share her 
knowledge and zest for life with others.  You will find her in the 
classroom having fun with her students or cheering them on during 
athletic, musical or extracurricular events.  In her free time, she 

loves to spend time with family, gardening or walking.   

 
 

Lisa Tyler, Middle-High School Counselor 

Lisa Tyler is the Middle/High School Counselor for grades 8,10 
and 12.  She graduated from the University at Buffalo and obtained 
her Master's from SUNY Brockport.  She is also licensed as a 
Mental Health Counselor.  Lisa has two daughters, ages 10 and 12.  
She is very excited to be part of the Lyons family.  She looks 
forward to helping students and their families on their journey 
through these exciting, and sometimes challenging transitional 
years. 

 

 

 

New Staff at the Lyons Central School District 



New Staff at the Lyons Central School District 

Linda Paris, Middle-High School Technology 

Mrs. Linda Paris, technology education teacher, is new to teaching at the secondary level. 
After earning her BA and MS from SUNY Oswego in 2010 and 2011, she continued working 
for SUNY Oswego. She has spent the past eight years teaching in the art and technology 
education departments and working as Planning Coordinator for Facilities Services. While 
working for the art department, she started a second Masters in Studio Art with an 
emphasis in ceramics. Mrs. Paris has spent countless hours over the summer writing 
curriculum and organizing her two technology classrooms. She is excited to bring continuity 
and new life and knowledge to the technology department at Lyons Middle/High School. In 
her free time, Mrs. Paris enjoys camping with her parents, two children, and husband and 

building furniture.  

 

George Bastedo, Middle-High School Music 

Mr. Bastedo is excited to be joining the Lyons Central School District for his first 
teaching job Mr. Bastedo grew up in the Clyde-Savannah School District where he 
received his K–12 education. For his Bachelor's degree, Mr. Bastedo studied Music and 
Mathematics at the University of Rochester, and he received his Master's degree in 
Music Education from the Eastman School of Music. Mr. Bastedo has met many Lyons 
students and teachers already, both from several years of working at Curtain Call and 
from meeting many people in the weeks since being hired; he is looking forward to 
working with such a friendly and welcoming community! 

 

 

 

Vanessa Riggi, Middle-High School Counselor 

Vanessa Riggi is the new Middle and High School Counselor for grades 7, 9, and 11. She 
is joining our staff after just completing her Masters from the University of Rochester 
Warner School of Education in May. Ms. Riggi is very excited about the new school 
year and looks forward to building relationships and providing opportunities for 
students to grow and succeed both in and outside of the classroom.  

 

 

Amanda Bookmiller, Teaching Assistant at the Elementary School 

Amanda Bookmiller has also joined the Lyons Elementary School team after substituting for the past two years.  
Mrs. Bookmiller is a native from Newark but currently lives in Lyons with her husband 
and has two sons.  She graduated from Newark Senior High and attended college at 
Finger Lakes Community College and the Dental Assistant Program in Rochester.  Mrs. 
Bookmiller is a Certified Teachers Assistant working with students throughout the day 
with our Crisis Intervention Program. In her free time, Mrs. Bookmiller enjoys to read, do 
crafty things and travel with her family. Lyons is lucky to have Mrs. Bookmiller join the 
team.  

 



Melissa Marchitell, Teaching Assistant at the Elementary School 

The Physical Education Department at Lyons Elementary has a new staff member to assist with the in-

creased PE classes.  Mrs. Melissa Marchitell began this school year as a teacher’s assistant in PE.  Mrs. Mar-

chitell is no stranger to Lyons.  She has been a frequent substitute teacher for many years.  She is a Certified 

Teacher’s Assistant.  She graduated from Newark Senior High School and attended college at Keuka College 

and graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work. Mrs. Marchitell currently lives in Clyde with her 

husband and son. She enjoys hanging out with family and friends in her free time.  She is also a big animal 

lover and is passionate about sports.  Glad to have you on our team here at Lyons! 

Samuel Mueller, Technology Teacher 

 

 

 

New Staff at the Lyons Central School District 

Which Grade Level will have the best attendance this quarter? All of the students were given a 
sneak peek at the current standings at our school-wide meeting on Friday, September 21st. They also 
learned the exciting news that the grade level with the highest average daily attendance for the first 
quarter will get to vote on a grade level reward, such as a hat day or pajama day. 

 
Students are encouraged to eat healthy food, get plenty of sleep at night, and to use proper 

hand-washing so that they can stay healthy and come to school every day! 
 
8th PLACE: 6th Grade………..95.55% 
7th PLACE: 4th Grade………..95.89% 
6th PLACE: 5th Grade………..96.27% 
5th PLACE: UPK……………….96.43% 
4th PLACE: 1st Grade………...96.79% 
3rd PLACE: Kindergarten……..96.89% 
2nd  PLACE: 3rd Grade……...97.08% 
1st PLACE: 2nd Grade……....98.04% 

  

LES Attendance Challenge is Back by Popular Demand!  

Sam Mueller graduated from Honeoye Falls-Lima High School at the end of the 90’s. After touring 
several different colleges, he graduated from St. John Fisher College with degrees in Psychology and 
Physics. He then spent several years working in healthcare, before taking a job as a paraprofessional 
in Special Education at his alma mater. While working there, Sam met his future wife, Marcella. 
When kids came along he went back to St. John Fisher to work towards his Masters in Physics 
Education while enjoying time as a stay-at-home dad. Once his oldest was school aged, Sam jumped 
at the opportunity to come to Lyons to share his passion for the sciences and all things STEM. 

Maxwell Hill, Physical Education Teacher 
 
Mr. Max Hill is Lyons Elementary’s newest Physical Education Teacher.  Mr. Hill is a graduate 
from SUNY Brockport with a dual major in Physical Education and Kinesiology.   He graduated 
high school from Victor Central School District and currently resides in Victor.  When Mr. Hill is 
not teaching, he enjoys being active outside.  One of his favorite things to do is to go fishing.   
Welcome to the team, Mr. Hill . 



 

Lyons Elementary School 

Is ROARING with Pride 

This past summer as part of his Eagle Scout 
project, Eddie Casalmir created a much 
needed hitting board for the tennis courts.  He 
worked many hours on this and the tennis 
teams, as wells as the community are 
enjoying having a hitting board at the courts. 
This was a huge accomplishment for him and 
both Ms. Boardman and Mr. Wlodarczyk 
appreciate his hard work and dedication to the 
tennis team creating this board! 

At LES, we kicked off the year with a strong start! Students participated in a station rotation in the 
first week of school where they learned, and practiced following, the ROAR expectations in places 
like, the bathroom, cafeteria, bus, hallway, playground, and field. 
 
Each month, we will focus on a different ROAR principle: Respectful, Outstanding, Academically-
focused, or Responsible. In the month of September, our focus was on respectful behavior. 
Teachers were on the lookout for respectful behavior and awarded ROAR Bucks to students that 
were caught being respectful. 
 
In the month of October, our focus is on responsible behavior. Students will be reminded to make 
responsible decisions about their food choices and daily habits, and staff will be on the lookout for 
responsible behavior. Being on time to school each day, coming prepared, and being accountable 
for their own behavior, are ways that your child can demonstrate responsible behavior. 
 

This year, we have made some changes to our ROAR Buck system, by using a website, 
pbisrewards.com, where teachers can electronically award ROAR Bucks and students can save 
them to purchase prizes at our ROAR store. We are also working on providing parents with access 
to this system, so you can use the PBIS Rewards app to check your child’s ROAR Buck balance!   

 
We set a school-wide goal of $50,000 ROAR Bucks for the year. Amazingly, our students 

have already earned over 5,000 ROAR Bucks for demonstrating positive behavior! 2nd, 3rd, and 
5th grades are all in close competition for having earned the most ROAR Bucks, with over 1,000 
each! Please encourage your child to keep following ROAR behavior to earn more ROAR Bucks! 

Lyons Elementary has new ROAR $$$ 



 The Power of READING with  

Mr. Cole’s class 

 

Over the summer I had wondered how to 

begin to bring my students the power of 

reading and how important reading is in 

learning.  With the help of Mrs. Cole who 

saw an idea that she thought would help 

not only to get my students reading, but 

give them a good book to keep for 

themselves.  Well, each student in my 

class will actually get 10 brand new books throughout 

the year to keep. Each month Scholastic 

book clubs have $1 books in their 

catalog so with the help of family and 

friends I was able to gather up enough 

donations to buy one book  per month 

for each student in my classroom. The 

support for this little project was 

overwhelming. This month the students 

received one of two books based on 

reading levels. The kids were so excited to get their 

own book to keep this month and many have been 

reading in class during our 15 minute read to self 

block in ELA.   This month selections were Stink, 

Hamlet and Cheese and the classic Kate DiCamillo’s 

Because of Winn-Dixie.    
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Multi-Tiered System of Supports—MTSS 

 MTSS stands for Multi-Tiered System of Supports and allows us to support students at all levels.  Our goal 

is to systematically assist students in reaching their fullest potential. MTSS is not a pre-packaged program.  It is 

not a textbook or a new computer program. It is a way of organizing our resources to meet the various needs of our 

young people. 

We are in our 3rd full year of MTSS implementation in our district, with clearly defined behavioral and 

academic expectations for students Pre K-12.  The R.O.A.R. acronym provides students and staff with a way to 

remember our common expectations: 

 

 Behavioral expectations have been established districtwide.  This has occurred with the diligent work of 

Tier 1 teams comprised of school staff, predominantly teachers.  The Tier 1 teams in both buildings continue to 

plan events to reinforce our principles and reward students for meeting and exceeding our goals. During the 1st 

week of school, all students in our district participated in activities that helped them better understand how to be 

Lyons students.  Last year, the Elementary acknowledged positive behavior by distributing more than 10,000 

ROAR bucks, our way of providing a reward for acting in a school appropriate way. 

Each building also has regularly scheduled MTSS meetings to examine appropriate interventions for 

students.  As denoted in the graphic below, this includes support at 3 tiers, or levels, with increasing intensity. Tier 

1 is what we provide for all students, for example, engaging classroom 

instruction and a safe learning environment.  Tier 2 is what we provide for 

students who need some additional support, including small-group tutoring 

and structured study halls. Tier 3 is provided for our students who need 

individualized intervention. The tiers are flexible and we modify our 

interventions to best respond to student needs. 

 We have adjusted our elementary school schedule to allow every 

student in our building to receive additional support every day.  We have also 

altered our process at the MS/HS to respond to student needs more rapidly. 

We will continue to monitor and adjust the system to make sure it is effective 

and I encourage you to contact me with your feedback and questions.  I can be 

reached at jfantigrossi@lyonscsd.org or 315-946-2200 extension 2020. 

 

Joseph Fantigrossi, Ed.D. 

Pre K-12 Intervention Coordinator 

 

mailto:jfantigrossi@lyonscsd.org


Lyons Elementary School Welcomes 

The Class of 2031 

Ms. Bernhardt’s Kindergarten Class 

Mrs. Rawden’s Kindergarten Class 



Lyons Elementary School Welcomes 

The Class of 2031 

Mrs. Spencer’s  Kindergarten Class 

Mrs. Sandore’s  Kindergarten Class 



Athletic Hall of Fame 

The Lyons Central School Athletic Hall of Fame is pleased to announce the Athletic Hall of Fame  
Class of 2018.      

 

The inductees include: David Barnes, Brittany McCray, Ryan McFaul, Anthony Patanzo, 
and Kenny Williams.  Teams to be inducted are the ’88-’89 Girls Softball Team and the 
‘2004 Girls Volleyball Team.     

 

A banquet to honor the Class of 2018 will be held on Saturday, October 27th at Club 86 in Geneva 
with cocktails at 5:00 and dinner at 6:00. Tickets are $30.00. If you would like to attend this event, 
tickets may be purchased by sending a check to: Lyons Hall of Fame, Attn:  Wendy Odit, 10 Clyde 
Road, Lyons, New York 14489. 

 

On Friday, October 26 there will be a meet and greet at Wayne Hills Country Club starting at 7:00pm 
to celebrate with our inductees.  This event is a casual event for anyone to come and celebrate with our 
new inductees. 

Images 

taken 

from 

Twitter 



Sign Ups for Winter Sports 

Sign Up for Winter Sports using Family ID.  It is found on our website, www.lyonscsd.org under 

the Athletics tab. 

 

Family ID is open October 5, 2018—November 4, 2018 to register for the following sports: 

JV and Varsity Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball 

Varsity Wrestling 

Varsity Indoor Track 

Varsity Girls/Boys Bowling 

 

Family ID is open December 9, 2018—January 7, 2019 to register for the following sports: 

Modified Wrestling 

Modified Girls Basketball 

MAKE THAT CHANGE 

“Strategies for Success” 

 

William D. Harris, Motivational Presenter will be at the Lyons Middle/High School, 

Earl Buchanan Auditorium on November 13, 2018 from 2:40—3:20.  Topics include 

College Recruiting, Sportsmanship, Career Choices, Substance Abuse Programs , 

Anti-bullying, etc.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

For further information, visit his website at 

www.makethatchangevt.com 



“The Lyons Tale” On Sale Now 
  

It is my pleasure to introduce myself and Mrs. Alison Clark as the Yearbook advisors along with Mrs. 
Schmitt returning as the business manager.  There are currently 16 students signed up to help with 
the production of the yearbook. We would like to see your candids. Please feel free to share them 
with us, keeping in mind that we cannot use every picture we receive.  It’s all about memories. Mem-
ories of special friends, special teachers and special days. Your yearbook captures the events and 
people that make school special. 

 
“The Lyons Tale” will be on sale from now until December 22, 2018 for $50.   

Seniors can have their name imprinted for $5 more.   
Ordering can be done online, with Mrs. Schmitt or with your student’s homeroom. 

 
Please call or email us with questions.  (315) 946-2200 
 
Emily Behm 
ebehm2@lyonscsd.org 
Alison Clark 
aclark@lyonscsd.org 
Emily Schmitt 
eschmitt@lyonscsd.org 
 

The ROAR Store is Back 
 
Students at Lyons Middle/High School can now shop at the ROAR Store every Wednesday before 
school.  During the week, students earn points for following our school-wide ROAR expectations 
(showing Respect, being Outstanding, being Academically Focused, and being 
Responsible).  Students can spend their points on a wide variety of merchandise. The store is 
operated by high school students in the Work Based Skills class taught by Mrs. Champlin. 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

@LyonsSchool 

 

 Go to www.lyonscsd.org 

 Scroll across the BOARD OF ED. tab 

 Choose  BOE BoardDocs 

 Enter the Public Site 
To view Board of Education 

Agendas, Board Minutes 

and Lyons Central School 

District Policies. 

BOARD DOCS 



Message from the Lyons  Middle/High School 

Mr. Libarid Alexanian, Principal 

All the work put in over the summer to make our 2018-19 an amazing year for our Middle High School 
paid off. We started our year by implementing our Superintendent's initiative and going to our 
students' homes to welcome them to a new school year with us. Going door to door with our 
Elementary School colleagues, talking to our students and their families, as well as giving them 
"Empowered to Succeed as a Lyons Lion" signs was a memorable experience.  

 
On September 5th, we couldn't have been any happier to welcome our students back. Our building had 
just been painted and our staff had organized an amazing first day for our students. During that day, 
we had many activities with our students. Our technology 
department seamlessly provided each student their 
Chromebook for the year. The administrative team met with 
each grade level to go over expectations. Students had the 
opportunity to connect with their teachers and peers to build 
positive relationships and encourage our positive school 
community. On this day, students were also given time to 
craft their personalized goals for the new school year.  

 
Our commitment to our mission " We meet every learner 
where they are and provide them with engaging and 
personalized opportunities for growth" has never been any 
stronger. We opened new electives that are tailored to our 
students' needs and our staff is energized by our students' 
willingness to challenge themselves by learning and growing 
intellectually and as individuals. From the moment you walk 
in our building, we hope you notice how proud we are of our 
students and their achievements. In our foyer, we have our 
Regents Mastery and Valedictorian/Salutatorian banners. In 
addition, our big screen TV greets every visitor with pictures 
of our students' accomplishments.  

 
 

We have changed the location of some of our offices and 
classrooms to meet all stakeholders' needs especially those of 
our students. Our students are why we are here and we are proud 
to be part of their journey and their accomplishments. We look 
forward to the opportunity to see many of you at our Open 
House on October 3rd and please remember that you are always 
welcome at the Middle/High School.  



Welcome to the 2018-2019 School Year.  On September 5th, we opened our doors to over 535 students 
in grades UPK-6.  We are off to a fantastic start with many progressive changes to move forward with a 
commitment to develop problem solvers and critical thinkers. 

Our faculty and staff worked diligently throughout the summer revamping curriculum maps and 
collaborating as grade level teams and departments.  The summer seemed to fly by, but an incredible 
amount of progress was made.   We are moving in to our second year continuing with our personalized 
learning.  Our students, very successfully, enjoyed supplementing their instruction with their own 
chromebooks. 

Lyons Elementary values our partnership with our families.  The greatest model we can give to our 
children is to show them that we are committed to providing them with the best educational 
experience possible.   How can you help us? 

 Check in with your child daily, ask them about their school day. 

 Look to see if their homework is completed. 

 Provided a consistent morning and bedtime routing. 

 Have them power down...monitor their usage on social media and video games. 

 Have a positive working relationship with us 

 Communicate with us as concerns arise. 

Message from the Lyons Elementary School 

Mrs. Erin Long, Elementary Principal 

Morning Drop Offs 

If you drop your child/children off to school in the morning, we ask that you follow the outlined 

procedures for the safety of our students and to keep the flow of traffic moving. 

 Please pull as far ahead in the empty parking spaces as you can before dropping your student(s) 

off. 

 It would be most efficient if students are ready to get out of the car when you stop. 

 Please for the safety of your child, only have them unload curbside.  Traffic still moves North on 

William Street and we want everyone safe during drop off. 

 This area is designated for drop offs only.  If you need to come into the building for any reason, 

we ask that you park on the side street and bring your child in through the office. 

Please continue to update us whenever you have a change in phone numbers.  It will help greatly when 

we need to communicate with you by phone. 

Our District Calendar has several important dates on it and can be a great reference for families.  Please 

let us know if you should need one. 

We are looking forward to an excellent year at Lyons Elementary and our continued collaboration with 

our families.  We welcome your communication and your dedication to our students success. 



 

 

 

 

This year, our school has joined thousands of other schools across the country as a 
CATCH school.    CATCH stands for “Coordinated Approach To Child Heath”.  Our 
school is committed to helping our children eat more nutritious foods and get more 
physical activity.  A key focus of the program is to create an environment that makes the 
healthy choice the easy choice for our students.   Throughout the school year, we will 
provide positive health choices through lessons in the classrooms and in our cafeteria.  

We have also increased physical activity with 
added PE classes this year at the Elementary 
School.  Let’s work together to help our 
kids become CATCH kids.   

Lyons Central School 

First Elementary 

School Assembly 

Mrs. Paris’ Class 

Working in small groups to finish 

their measurement ruler 

worksheet. 
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Literacy Lunch Box 

The Summer Literacy Lunch Box was a success.  This program ran from July 9—

August 14, 2018.  Over 500 meals were served, about 75 per day.  Lunches were 

served at the Lyons Public Library, Green Meadows and next to the Bargain Barn 

and 100 books were given away. 


